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Capt. Richard Sackett of Colonel Thomas' regiment with Lieut, William Mosier
with a company of about 30 men 2 former British sergeants who joined the Patriots
L colored men
2 Indians
mixed collection of white men, mainly farmers and laborers
Early Sunday morning Dec, 2n 1781
Sackett being shaved by a lad from the neighborhood
boby of Refugees appeared so suddenly the surprised capt. did not have
time to wipe lather from face before they tooklhim and his brokher James prisonmers,
Mosier, with 26 of his men was encamped in a field south of the lane, a little
more to the east and seeing the Brit, coming ran with his men through the fields,
the mounted Refugees on his left being compelled to remain in the lane by the
high rail fences. The parties were about a quarter of a mile
apart and within sight of each other most of the time.
The pursuit continued in this way until the enemy succeeded in knocking down some
of the fence rails which permitted them to enter the fields.
By this time Mosier, with 26 of his men had reached the top of the hill where
ordering them to "fix bayonets'" he f£ ormed them into a solid sq. or circle with
himself in the centre., Together with the 2 sergeants he at the same time explained
to them that their only chance of safety lay in keeping close together, strickly
obeying orders and above all impressed on them not to fire their guns until told
to. Ulere, herded together with loaded guns and lowered bayonets, they
awaited the British charge.

The attacking column consibted of about 45 mounted refugees, James Holmes, Col.,

& Capt. Samuel Kipp. All ere armed with long heavy sharpened cavalry sabres of
the period.

As the British dashed up to the compact body of Americans on the hill, the latter
lunged at them with their bayonets, pricking the horses which reared and threw

the attacking party into some confusion so it retreated out of reach,
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This 1lst success encouraged the Ams,
When asecond -ttempt was made the enemy found as till firmer line anc compelled
to drop back ewen quicker, one of their number Strang by name, fired his pistol
in Anger, £ r which We was instantly shot dead by a sharp order from Mosier,
This steadied the Americ:ns and gave notice to the Refugees they had a serious fight
on their hands, After consultation among themselves they tried argument and a
parley began in which the words exchanged were almost as hard as bullets, Holmes
& Kipp promised quarter to the Americans if they surrendered, but the anser returned
was probably irritating, for Holms drew his pistol and pointed it at Mosier, who at
once gave a command that meant certain death to the Col. and the pistol was
dropp ed
The British made 2 or 3 more efforts to break up the small but immovable body
but found it more and more difficult to approach, After spending more than an
hour in fruitless endeavor to make an impression on the much smaller body of #ms
they turned about and su}lenly rode away,
Accounts of the ending of the affair differ.

some claim after a number of assgults the Ams fired a volley
into Brit. that threw them into confusion during which the former escaped.
None of+the local accounts mention firing simply say Brit, withdrew,
a volley from 26 guns at short range would have killed & wounded many of the
attackihg party. Accounts say the body of Strang was taken to a nearby farm
house and sent for by the British under flag of truce next day, the only
casualty mentioned by themn.
Fight took place on the former Bruddage Farm on the south side of Harrison /Avenue

just east of Blind Brook



Dec, 2nd, 1781
a body of levies under capt. Sackett was stationed (Sunday

Capt. and 2 of his men were at breakfast in a house a short distcance from
camp when they were surprised and captured by a body of 45 of Delancey's cavalry under

Capto Samuél Kipo

Lieut, Mosier, next in command

formed his co. of 26 men into a solid square with fixed bayonets.

in this formation they 3 times repulsed the cavalry, who were armed only

with swords, withoutfiring a shot until after the enemy was drawing back

for another attempt when a discharge from their guns killes 1 wan wounded 8 and
dismounted 2 officers, throwing the t roop into such confusion Mesier and his men
escaped to the woods without even a man wounded,

This took place on the hill just south of Harrison Avenue between Blind Brook

Nd King Street on what later became the Brundage farm and was one of the

earliest instances where a cavalry was met by bayonet alone.



ft-was_near Merritt's Eavern at the @m?ﬁng%mwllec./fml\
a detachment of New York infantry levies was abttacked by a party of De Lancey's
refugee cavalry.
Sackett was captured while apart from his men
Mosher a sharp engagement in which cavalry were repulsed 3 times with
bayonet, not a shot fired by the Americans. After the 3d attack, the Americans
were ordercd to fire on the retiring troops which they did, killing one man and
dangerously wounding 8 others, among them Capt. Kipp.
Mopher's men took advantage then to escapé to a neighboring piece of woods not

having a man even wounded,



fmm Early in December, 1781

“Gaptain Sackettof theNew York levies

near Harrison purchase having gone a small distance from his de-
tachment this
taken prisoner by a party of enemy AM

the enemy then attacked Lieut Mosher to whom command of the detachment fell,
repulsed the enemy, killed one of them and two horses and wounded 8 of the enemy,
one a Capt. Kipp, mortally.

not a single dmm one of the levies wounded or killed

“vieinity of Merritt's tavern. on the upper end of King Street
i only
while the british—Gots tolmes commarding numbered over 70—

a full narrative of this memorable event has been published in almost every

country in Europe, showing what a handful of infantry can do opposed to a
strong force of horse.
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