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diaries are the property of his son, Frank B. Littell, Captain (Math C) U.S.N.
retired,
Emily Sarles Gorham (1844-1928), after her marriage, moved to Mount
Kisco. The letters are in the possession of her grandson, Joseph Harold Crane.
The photographs are enlargements of carte de visite of the Civil War period.

For research on these documents, appreciation is due to Mr. Stuyvesant Fish
of Mount Kisco.

A signal flag used by Henry Littell in the Civil War is in the Society’s library.

BEN McCORD, LOYALIST

By MARGARET MCCORD ROBINSON

Much of the history of northern Westchester County during and
following the period of the American Revolution can be found only in
the traditions and recollections of loyalist families, in most cases pre-
served by word of mouth from one generation to another. Anything
English or Tory was anathema to the successful rebels. The Church of
England parishes were abandoned, buildings destroyed, records burned
or otherwise secreted and many were never recovered. The loyalist
families remaining in upper Westchester were hunted and persecuted.
Many were buried by night “without benefit of clergy,” the location of
their graves known only to their families.™ After years had passed
their descendants, married into neighboring and in most cases patriot
families, yielded to popular opinion in destroying the few remaining
family papers as it was considered a disgrace to have been descended
from a Tory.®

Loyalist estates, real and personal, were confiscated by an Act of
Attainder drafted by John Morin Scott and passed by the New York
Legislature on October 22, 1779. By this Act the persons named there-
in were, with hearing of any sort, attainted, their ctime “adherence to
the enemies of the State”. Among the many on the list was Frederick
Philipse whose vast holdings were affected by the Act. Many of his
tenants had remained on their farms during the war. When the land
was sold by the Commissioners of Forfeiture of Westchester County
some purchased their farms, one of the conditions of purchase being
that they signed the Oath of Allegiance. Certain of the tenants of
British origin being unwilling to subscribe to the Oath were forced to
leave their homes, migrating to northern Westchester, to Poundridge,
North Salem and Cortlandt townships which were then sparsely set-
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tled sections. Among these was Ben McCord, 1742-1807, of “‘Foxes
Meadowes”, Scarsdale, who has left to his descendants traditions, re-
collections, letters and a few salvaged records. These reveal an inter-
esting personality who having fought for the King, refused to take the
Oath of Allegiance and with the courage of his convictions celebrated
the King’'s Birthday annually until his death in 1807.

The McCords are a sept of the MacDonalds of Glen Garry. The
crest over the coat of arms shows “"a raven proper on a rock azure”,
their motto "“Creatan-an-Fhithich” (the Raven’s Rock) and beneath the
arms “‘per mare per terres’—the latter the same as that of Lord Mac-
Donald of the Isles. All of the Clans MacDonald—the Lord of the
Isles and Sleat, Clan Ranald, Keppoch, Glen Garry—are called Clan
Colla claiming descent from the three princes of Cholla (Colla) de-
scendants of “Conn of the Hundred Battles”, “Ard Righ”, the Supreme
King of Ireland. About 337 A.D. the princes sailed from Ireland to
Scotland where they remained.® The armorial bearings of all the
MacDonald clans show a galley—symbolic of Clan Colla. > MacOad
in the gaelic means “son of the hammer”, a smith or armorer. Tradi-
tion is that in Scotland the MacOrds were armorers for the chief of
the Clan. It is to be noted that in this country until the last three gen-
erations the men who were not teachers or farmers were smiths, ““The
only trade they were permitted to learn”, according to a family
tradition.

The ecarliest record of an immediate ancestor—it is of special in-
terest that the identical tradition is held by all branches of the family
—is of Hamish or James McCord who was born on the island of Skye
in the Hebrides in 1620. His wife’s name is unknown. He was killed
at the Battle of Killiecrankie Pass in 1689. His oldest son, Donald, it
is said, was executed at Catlisle for High Treason in 1690. Another
son, John, born in 1660 married Mary MacDougall. “Shortly after the
Battle of Killiecrankie John and his wife with his infant brother. James
McCord, left Scotland settling in Stewartstown, County Tyrone,
Ireland where, it is said, they had relatives”. This second James Mc-
Cord, born in 1688, married his cousin Sarah McCord %) on May 7,
1706. He was the first immigrant ancestor arriving in America “on
the first day of June 1732”. With him were his two sons, Samuel and
John, ¢® and his daughter Mary.¢™ In 1739 he was joined by his wife
Sarah and her brothers. ® James McCord was an elder of the White
Plains Presbyterian Church and is mentioned in the family record as
the first Presbyterian Elder in Westchester County. The youngest child
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of James and Sarah, Ben McCord, was born as we have noted in
“Foxes Meadowes™ in 1742.

Came 1775 and mutterings of discontent. Samuel McCord and
Ben McCord, the oldest and youngest sons of James and Sarah, had
married twin sisters who were the daughters of Elnathan Appleby.(®
Samuel McCord settled in Beekman’s Precinct, Dutchess County in
1785 on land still farmed by his descendants who have the original
deed. His youngest brother, Ben McCord, remained in Westchester
County and signed the Loyalist*® Protests of April 19 and May 7,
1775. Among other signers were Elnathan and Joseph Appleby, the
father and uncle of Tabitha and Miriam who had married the McCord
brothers, but the Applebys evidently recanted as both were later in the
Continental forces.*» On the other hand Ben McCord consistently
followed his protests by joining the so-called “infamous DeLancey’s
Light Horse”—perhaps infamous in the opinion of patriots affected by
their spectacular raids just at the patriots” treatment of the loyalists was
infamous to them.

James DeLancey, * a member of an influential family, had been
Sheriff of Westchester County for many years prior to the war. He is
recorded as the Lieutenant Colonel in the brigade of loyalist provincial
troops organized by his uncle, the senior Oliver DeLancey of New York
City, in 1776. Bolton states that the battalion was sent into the county
under the command of James DeLancey because of his knowledge of
Westchester to keep open the means of procuring supplies. His corps
made free with cattle and got the soubriquet of “Cowboys” in revenge
for their knowledge in the article of beef. Little has been recorded of
this corps except its raids which earned for their leader the title, “Out-
law of the Bronx” and for its members a reputation for savage bru-
tality, perhaps deserved, making it expedient for the identity of its
members to be forgotten. In 1777 James Delancey raised and com-
manded a troop of Light Horse, said to have been fifty in number and
recruited from "The Elite of Westchester” and variously known as
“The Loyalist Rangers”, “The Westchester Refugees” and ““The Green
Rangers”. (13

In this corps of Rangers, Ben McCord was a captain. His com-
mission, signed by DeLancey, was in the possession of his great great
granddaughter who deciding that “Grandfather Ben” had been a dis-
grace to the family deéstroyed all of his papers and those of his son,
Robert McCord of Teller’s Point, in 1882. But the writer’s father, the
late Robert McCord, 1862-1946, of Peckskill, had had access to these
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papers and was able to copy some of them which form the base of in-
formation for this article. Among these documents were several let-
ters, one of which follows; the contract of sale for Croton (Teller’s)
Point** from Robert McCord to Robert Underhill July 27, 1804;
Captain McCord’'s commission December 27, 1777 and a partial list of
the members of the corps. Most of the names are of county families,
some are of “the elite”, many are to be found in the recorded exploits
of the Green Rangers—

James DeLancey, colonel

W. Huggeford, *5) major—An ensign, 1777, and leftenant, 1779,
in the Loyal American Regiment and a major in the Rang-
ers 1780.

Captain and Adjutant Kip—Presumably the Samuel Kip mention-
ed by Bolton, Vol 2 pp 254-55 note.

Adjutant Pugsley—Mentioned in the Governor Clinton papers at
the Horseneck raid in 1780,

Left. Fowler—Mentioned by Sabine as also in the Horseneck raid.

Left. Tippits—Probably a brother or kin of Col. DeLancey’s wife,
Martha Tippett.

Also in the list are these names without mention of rank—Apple-
by, Baine, Close, Fowler, Gedney, Hardy, Hugson (probably the Tory
Huson mentioned in the Davenport House raid), Pardee, Purdy, Teed,
Teller, Titlar, Tippitts, Todd, Tolton, Tomkins and Underhill.

Their most spectacular exploit was the raid on Danforth’s or Dav-
port’s (1) House on the old Pines Bridge Road in Yorktown, the head-
quarters of Col. Christopher Greene of a Rhode Island regiment doing
duty on the lines. On May 13, 1781 surprised by a troop of Light
Horse, Col Greene, Major Flagg two subalterns and twenty seven men
were killed and several wounded. In the attacking force were Captain
Ben McCord and Major William Lainey Huggeford who had been in-
timate friends before the war and the traditions in both their fami-
lies ™™ agree that it was led by Huggeford who is referred to as “The
Major of the Raid”. The writer would note that these traditions come
down from her maternal line (the Ryder McCords) as well as from
the paternal (the Tomkins McCords). Her mother was a great great
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granddaughter and her father a great grandson of Captain Ben McCord.

At the close of hostilities when the Rangers disbanded, Col De-
Lancey with his family settled in Annapolis, Nova Scotia, where he was
a member of the Provincial Council. His descendants still live in that
province. The writer has one of DeLancey’s dinner plates given her
tather by the Colonel's great great granddaughter when he visited her
in Nova Scotia in 1901.

As Ben McCord refused to subscribe to the Oath of Allegiance he
could not purchase the land he had lived on in “Foxes Meadowes”
when it was sold by the Commissioners of Forfeiture. He purchased
from General Pierre VanCortlandt, first Lieutenant Governor of the
State, land back of Croton, now known as Mt Airy, giving in payment
his horse and twenty pounds Sterling. Gen. Van Cortlandt loaned Ben
his horse to plow his land according to family tradition, not to be
doubted, as “the old General” was famed for his neighborly kindness.
On McCord’s Hill as it was then called, Ben settled with his three
younger sons—William, 1773-1843, and the twins; Ben Jr, 1775-1830,
and Jordan, 1775-1855. The father built his house at the top of the
hill. William McCord’s farm was on the eastern slope. His old barn
is still standing with its most unique weathervane, the Angel Gabriel
blowing his horn. Further down is what is known as the Prutt House
but the oldest part was the home of Ben McCord Jr. Jordan McCord’s
place was on the Pond Road. This Pond is called Collabaugh, often
misspelled Collerbaugh and Collabergh. The writer has no doubt of
the family tradition—a flat statement by all the older generations—
that Grandfather Ben gave it the name of the Scottish clan, “colla”,
with “baugh” meaning water—Colla-Water. This has been questioned
by a local historian who calls it “Sweetwater”. The pond is small and
has a quick sand bottom. When last seen by the writer, the surround-
ing land was quite heavily wooded.

Ben’s older son, Robert McCord 1770-1856, married Eunice Teller
of Teller's Point in 1794 and lived there. On February 16, 1798 Rob-
ert received this letter from New York City written by a cousin, An-
drew McCord, of Walkill in Orange County.

I have the agreeable information from Major Van Cortlandt that
he is well acquainted with you and your brother James. Seeing I had
neither seen or heard from you before nor since I seen you and your
Lady in this city in May before *® the British troops left here. Now
sceing there is so few of our family in this Country notwithstanding
we are the offspring of a very respectable family in Europe it is our
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duty to live in the utmost harmony in a country that has given us our
birth. My heart warms towards you when I hear your name mentioned.
Wish to here ask the names of your children as well as your brothers.
The Major above mentioned will see these lines delivered through
which channel you can safely correspond with me.

I am much pleased to hear that you and he coincide in political
sentiments so well. It would give me great pleasure to see you here,
which perhaps you can make convenient. Give my best respects to
your Lady, whose frank sentiments although disagreeable when I saw
her for the first as well as last time engaged my esteem for her, but
seeing these difficulties are now removed let us bury them in oblivion.
Pray hasten to give me an answer as I wait for it with impatience. I
am dear Sir, your very humble servant and dear kinsman.

Andrew McCord

On McCord’s Hill “'Grandfather Ben” spent his declining years,
a respected citizen despite his reputed insistent expressions of loyalty
to His Majesty. His descendants “offspring of a very respectable family
in Europe” are well scattered, their family names a genealogical cross-
cut of Westchester County.

NOTES

1. Captain Ben McCord, died 1807, buried in Yorktown Baptist Churchyard
directly south of the present church “at the base of a large rock.” Dr. Peter
Huggeford, died 1797, “buried at night by his son Turtullus and a negro
boy” in old St. Peter’s Cemetery, Van Cortlandtville—Huggeford Field papers
in possession of the writer. “Tory Hughson” buried in Pig Cemetery on east
side of Crompond Street, formerly King Street. Gilbert Totten buried in old
St. Peter's Cemetery. Stone erected by a descendant about 1938. Daniel
Strange, the spy, hanged on Oak Hill, Peekskill, Jan. 27, 1777. Oak Hill is
now part of campus of Peekskill Academy, the Spy Oak is still standing.
His grave may be in Yorktown Baptist Churchyard where there is a flat
rough field stone on which is roughly cut, “D. S. 1777".

2. Ben McCord’s Bible was lost in the fire which destroyed his son William's
home on Mt Airy about 1900 but a copy of these records is extant. The
writer’s father, Robert McCord 1864-1946, over a period of fifty years copied
all the then extant records and recorded all traditions heard from his great
uncles Samuel and Jacob McCord as well as from his grandmother, Rachel
Tompkins McCord, the widow of Jordan McCord. He also corresponded
with the descendants of his immigrant ancestor, James McCord of Foxes
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11.
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14.
15:

16.
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18.

Meadowes, living in North and South Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Mis-
sissippi and Pennsylvania as well as those in Orange and Dutchess counties
in New York. Wherever he located any of the name he wrote or called
upon them and then pieced together all the records obtained.

. A. M. W. Sterling, MacDonald of the Isles.
. Note the later mention of the name of Colla-Baugh Pond,

.Record copied from the Presbyterian Church, Stewartstown, County Tyrone

by the writer’s uncle, William S, McCord, May 12, 1911.

. John McCord, born July 10, 1707 and died Dec. 14, 1777 in Mount Pleasant,

ancestor of the Ossining branch of the family.

. Mary McCord, born Mar, 30, 1717 and married John Fisher of White Plains.

. Mary McCord McCord was accompanied to America by her three brothers—

Samuel McCord who settled in the Walkill Valley, Orange County; Robert
McCord in Kensico, Westchester County and Ben McCord in Mecklenburg
County, South Carolina. The latter’s son may have been “the Tory McCord”
reported hanged in Parsons Weems, Life of Francis Marion the Swamp Fox.

. Elnathan Appleby was a son of Joseph and Mary Bates Appleby whose home

was the headquarters of Washington in 1781, James Owens, Location of
Washington's Headquarters jn 1781, July 1932 Bulletin.

Bolton, History of the County of Westchester, 1848, Vol 2 pp 352-358.

James A. Roberts, New York in the Revolution, 1898, p 204, Berthold
Fernow, ‘State Archives, 1887, Vol 1 p 303.

Lorenzo Sabine, Biographical Sketches of Loyalists, 1864, Vol 1 p 369.

Bolton op cit, Sabine op cit and Henry B. Dawson, Westchester County dur-
ing the American Revolution, 1886.

County Clerk’s Office, Land Records, Liber R p 26.

Margaret McCord Robinson, Peter Huggeford and His Descendants, July and
Oct. 1933 Bulletins,

Bolton op cit Vol 2 p 391.

Letter from Mrs. Charlotte Willoughby, great great niece of Huggeford, to
the writer’s father, Robert McCord, in 1910.

A confusing statement in this very interesting and authentic letter. Obviously
it does not refer to 1783 when the British evacuated New York—Robert
McCord was then thirteen years old. It must concern some celebration of
Evacuation Day in the seventeen nineties.
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