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structed his “geographer,” Robert Erskine, to prepare maps of that
portion of the County which was under the control of the Continental
forces. As the southern part was dominated by the British -until the
close of the war, Washington found it necessary to use local guides
in exploring the regions adjacent to New York. In this service he
called among others upon Andrew Corsa, then a youth in his twen-
tieth year and the son of a British officer. Young Corsa rendered
important services and a brief account of him will be found under
another heading.
ANDREW CORSA

The story by Stephen Jenkins, the Mount Vernon schoolmaster,
entitled “A Princess and Another,”* begins: “It was on the morn-
ing of the 18th of June, 1753, that the Hon. Peter DeLancey—

“Peter of the Mills,” as he was known from the possession of that
valuable property on the banks of the Bronx River— =
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Recerpr SieNep BY PeTER DrLancey ror Money Pam By Benjamin Cursen
When the above receipt was signed little did the parties thereto

dream that in a few years a civil war would take place. Benjamin

Coursens was the father of Capt. Isaac Corsa, the youngest of four

children, and he in turn was the father of Andrew Corsa who was

born January 14, 1762.%* Peter DeLancey was the father of James,

the notonom sheriff of Westchester County who was the leader of

« Ttem 565 noted in the Westchester County Blblwg:aphy
The biography ot the Corsa family will be found in French’s History of
Westchester County, New York and Chicago, 1927, Vol. 5, pp. 90-95 incl.
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the Loyalist refugees during the Revolution, otherwise known as
cowboys.

In 1778 Washington directed his “geographer,” Robert Erskine,
to prepare maps of Westchester County. The lower part of it was
occupied by the British and it was necessary to depend upon local
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Farm Recorp or Isaac Corsa, 1776-1781
Note items “Took by the French.”

guides for detailed information about roads, paths, etc. In the sum-
mer of 1781, Andrew Corsa, then a youth in his twentieth year, was
called upon to aid the American forces in this way. Corsa’s family
served in the British army and were Loyalists. Notwithstanding this
fact the enthusiastic youth disregarded his material interests and
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gave aid to the government which subsequently deprived him of his
patrimony. The story of Corsa’s services to Washington and Roch-
ambeau will be found in Part 1 of The McDonald Papers, pp. 638-76
incl. His obituary, written by John M. McDonald, is in Part 2 of
The McDonald Papers, pp. 73-77 incl.

The family treasures of the Corsa family during the Revolu-
tion have been carefully preserved by succeeding generations.
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InvenTORY OF Isaac CorsA’s ProperTy ForrEITED FOrR His LovaArty 10 THE
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Among these is a blue and white quilt covered with a beautiful
masonic design with the names of Lafayette and Corsa in the cor-
ners. Other relics are the wedding silver engraved as was then the
custom with the initials “A. M. C.” and “M. A. C.)” signifying
Andrew and Mary. The Corsa sword and cane are now prized pos-
sessions of one of his descendants together with a cabinet which
tradition says was presented to the family by Lafayette and con-
tains many pieces of the original china. We are fortunate in being
able to illustrate one of the pages of the Corsa account book and
a claim by the father of Andrew against the British government for
property lost and services rendered. Attention is particularly called
to the letter written by Andrew and Mary Corsa to their children.
The spirituality of this communication makes it worthy of very care-
ful reading in this materialistic age.

Andrew Corsa was thrice married and the father of thirteen
children. He died November 21, 1852 in his 9lst year. He de-
lighted to recount the events of the Revolution and manifested his
practical interest by his aid to John McLean McDonald whom he
accompanied on his several expeditions in Westchester County to
interview aged people. McDonald wrote his obituary and there is
every evidence that it was sincere and heartfelt as the original
which is carefully preserved shows many interlineations. The clos-
ing sentence is: “Simple and patriarchal in his manners, a zealous,
generous, and useful friend, neighbor and citizen; estimable and
upright in all the relations of life—Andrew Corsa deserves to be
held in honorable remembrance.”

MILE SQUARE AND THE MILE SQUARE
‘ ROAD

Amid all the changes which have transformed lower Westchester
County from a somewhat rugged “hill country,” deeply furrowed

with heavily wooded ravines through which streams found their way
to the Hudson River and Long Island Sound, into the populous and
highly developed “gateway” of the Metropolis lying to the south—
Mile Square road and its northerly extension by Sprain road into
Hartsdale and White Plains, continue to this day substantially un-
changed. ~Were General Washington himself again to travel on
horseback this route, followed during the early fall of 1776, he
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